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Abstract
In the wake of a sea change storming the post-cold-war era, mainly caused by

the emergence of non-state actors coupled with the occurrence of a revolution
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in communications technology, public diplomacy was invented to aid foreign
policy in order to keep up with these new developments. But contrary to a vast
array of scientific works dealing with this issue in a descriptive manner, no
¥ theoretical attempt, at least in the camp of critical theories, has been made to
scrutinize the functions of this newly-emerged phenomenon. Therefore,
drawing on the theory of discourse analysis, this research aims to address this
topic and by exploring the historical events behind its formation, shed light on
the elements causing this phenomenon to appear. In reply to the question that
how soft power is produced by public diplomacy, this hypothesis is put forward
that soft power is produced by public diplomacy through the mechanism of
foregrounding and backgrounding which in turn can play an important role in
the acquisition of national interest of Islamic Republic of Iran. In the end, this
conclusion will be reached that with national borders undermined by the
revolution in transportation and communications technology resulting in the rise
of soft power and public opinion in the world politics, international arena has
been turned into a battlefield between different discourses in which
govements compete with each other to win the hearts and minds of people in

pfder to cultivate their own narratives.

Keywords: discourse analysis, new public diplomacy, soft power,

globalization, information age, foreign policy of Islamic Republic of Iran
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